PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
as, for instance, which is the greater sovereign, the
Emperor or the Pope? When I came up against
the idea of the Holy Trinity, the incarnation of
God in a human body, and other dogmas which I
did not understand, I used to ask Father Francis
about them, but I had to content myself with the
stereotyped answer: that is a mystery. That word
forbade discussion, but it left me unsatisfied.
Religion was simply lived and practised, the
Church's teaching was simply accepted. Of the
Bible we only got to know what was in the school-
books and what we heard in church; the Bible
was not read at home; only the Prayer Book some-
times.
Some time before this one of the stable-boys at
the castle hanged himself in the stable. Afterwards
I was shown the little gate from which he hanged
himself, and I can tell you that I was absolutely
terrified of that little gate. I used to look at it with
a kind of horror, and I would never cross the thres-
hold of that $table. It seemed to me frightful and in-
comprehensible to take one's life 1 Just try to realize
what it means to take one's own life! It seemed to
me so unnatural, so perverse! The thought remained
at the back of my mind, especially later on when I
found a book about people who continued to endure
life in the most terrible situations; for instance,
there was a certain monk who is said to have been